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Officials Seized Nearly 20,000 Coconuts Filled With Liquid Cocaine
Samantha Berlin - Newsweek
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Officials in Colombia seized nearly 20,000 coconuts filled with liquid cocaine out of
more than 500 bags intended to go to Italy.

The shipment was discovered by officials on Thursday at a port in Bolívar, Colombia
in a container bound for Genoa, Italy. Anti-narcotics personnel found 19,780
coconuts inside 504 canvas bags, a press release issued Thursday stated.

"Upon inspection, it was established that the water in the tropical fruit had been
exchanged for liquid cocaine," the Office of the Attorney General of Colombia said in
a statement.

"In this sense, the coconuts were transferred to a specialized laboratory to establish
the exact amount of drug."

Liquid cocaine is powder cocaine that has been dissolved in various solvents that
allow it to become liquid and later converted back into a powder, Vice reported.

Liquid cocaine is more difficult to detect than powder cocaine and is commonly
ingested.

The investigation was carried out in collaboration with the Attorney General's
Office's Specialized Directorate against Drug Trafficking and the National Police's
Anti-Narcotics Directorate.

Officials are investigating the party responsible for loading the nearly 20,000
coconuts. Investigators said they have contacted the Italian authorities and are
working to establish who was set to receive the shipment.

https://www.fiscalia.gov.co/colombia/noticias/descubierta-cocaina-liquida-que-pretendia-salir-oculta-hacia-europa-entre-cerca-de-20-000-cocos/
https://www.vice.com/en/article/jgmdd7/20000-coconuts-filled-with-liquid-cocaine-seized-by-shocked-officials
https://www.newsweek.com/topic/police


The amount of cocaine inside the coconuts has not been released but the coconuts
have been sent off to a lab for further analysis.

Dissolving powder cocaine is a common technique for drug smugglers since it can be
disguised inside various items. For smugglers ingesting liquid cocaine, numerous
methods such as small packets or even condoms are popular.

Other methods of smuggling liquid cocaine include injecting it into various fruits. In
2016, authorities at a Hong Kong airport seized nearly 100 dragon fruits injected
with more than $1 million worth of liquid cocaine.

The liquid cocaine was discovered after customs officers at the Hong Kong
International Airport checked about 2,000 dragon fruits that arrived in a shipment
from Colombia, South China Post reported.

After more than four hours and 160 boxes, the group of customs officers successfully
discovered the 98 hollowed-out dragon fruits.

Another common technique for smuggling liquid cocaine is to fill various objects or
bottles.

In 2019, Authorities at George Bush Intercontinental Airport in
Houston seized approximately 35 pounds worth of liquid cocaine inside 24 full-sized
shampoo containers.

The contents inside the shampoo bottles were valued at over $400,000, according to a
release from U.S. Customs and Border Protection (CBP).

The contents were discovered inside a 26-year-old man's checked luggage after a
baggage check was conducted.

"Our officers are the first line of defense at our ports of entry, so they are trained in
the various smuggling methods people use to bring illicit goods into the U.S.," Shawn
Polley, CBP Port Director, said.

"We take every opportunity to intercept those illicit goods before they enter our
communities, in this case it was 35 pounds of liquid cocaine."

Estonian PM warns against 'any steps towards Russia'
AFP

https://www.scmp.com/news/hong-kong/law-crime/article/1992262/enter-dragon-fruit-liquid-cocaine-worth-hk15-million-found
https://www.cbp.gov/newsroom/local-media-release/cbp-finds-liquid-cocaine-shampoo-bottles
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Europe and the US should be "very careful" not to make concessions to Russia,
Estonia's prime minister told AFP on Friday, insisting that Moscow alone can
de-escalate the situation.

Kaja Kallas, whose country hosts a NATO multinational battalion, also said she had
been holding talks to strengthen NATO's presence in Estonia as a deterrent amid
soaring tensions over Ukraine.

The Estonian leader, a former MEP who came to power last year, said Russia was
following a Soviet approach of making ultimatums in the hope of being offered some
concessions by the West.

"That is something that we should definitely be very careful of, that we don't make any
steps towards Russia or offer them anything that they didn't have before," she said in
an interview.

Russia has deployed some 100,000 troops to Ukraine's borders in recent weeks, as
well as demanding a ban on NATO membership for Ukraine and a pullback of NATO
forces in countries like Estonia that joined the alliance after the end of the Cold War.

"Our main concern is that Russia is going to attack Ukraine and then the second
concern is how is that affecting the overall security situation in Europe, in particular
in Eastern Europe.

"NATO and Russia are sitting at the table and talking but the only one who can
de-escalate is Russia," Kallas said.

- 'Different ideas, different tactics' -
Estonia, which was once part of the Soviet Union, has said it plans to send "dozens"
of US-made Javelin anti-tank missiles to Ukraine and has received US authorisation
to do so.



It also wants to send some howitzers that originally belonged to East Germany and
whose transfer would therefore require official approval from Berlin, which has so
far refused to give the green light.

Critics have linked this to the mixed signals that the new German government has
been giving on the Ukraine crisis.

Asked about the controversy, Kallas said: "It's up to them to decide. For us, it's very
important to support Ukraine in all the ways that we can -- whether it's political or
some capabilities or some other support that they need".

She said that, in general, NATO had a "very unified position" even though allies had
"different ideas, different tactics".

"We might have differences in some small tactics but I think that overall we stick
together," she said, pointing also to the sanctions that the EU has said it could impose
on Russia.

- 'We are being listened to' -
NATO's "enhanced forward presence" in the Baltic states, which all neighbour Russia,
includes multinational battalions in each of the countries as well as air and naval
missions.

Russia sees this NATO presence close to its borders as aggressive and President
Vladimir Putin on Friday said the West had been ignoring Moscow's security
concerns.

Far from pulling back, Kallas said NATO allies had been discussing "strengthening,
not weakening the position".

"The enhanced forward presence that is here... is good for defence and deterrence."
"If the neighbour is acting more aggressively then it's clear that in order to deter from
making any moves, it's good to increase the capabilities."

In the flurry of diplomacy over Ukraine, Kallas said she was pleased that Estonia was
being consulted by its allies.

"We are a very small country, we are only 1.3 million people but we are also at the
table and we are being listened to."

The Biden administration faces a dangerous anti-American triad
Dov S. Zakheim - Opinion contributor
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Even as the United States and its allies are attempting to formulate coordinated
policies to prevent Russia from invading Ukraine, Moscow, Beijing and Tehran are
conveying to Washington that it takes its eye off East Asia and the Middle East at its
peril.

Moreover, they are doing so very much in coordination, reminding the Biden
administration that, try as it might, it cannot compartmentalize crises.

In mid-December, Russian President Vladimir Putin held a video call with his
Chinese counterpart, Xi Jinping. The two agreed, as Xi put it, that "China and Russia
should increase their joint efforts to more effectively safeguard the security interests
of both parties." I

ndeed, Putin's senior national security adviser Yuri Ushakov, a former ambassador to
the United States, told reporters that Xi had offered his support for Putin's stand
against the West. The two leaders are scheduled to hold an in-person summit in
China on Feb. 4, the opening day of the Winter Olympics.

Putin also met last week with Iranian President Ebrahim Raisi. Although the visit was
not especially substantive, it certainly signaled a growing warmth between the two
countries. Raisi provided Putin with a draft of an updated 20-year cooperation
agreement between Iran and Russia.

If successfully concluded, this arrangement would follow on the completion in March
2021 of Iran's 25-year "cooperation program" with China. Two weeks ago, Iranian
Foreign Minister Hossein Amir-Abdollahian visited China to discuss the
agreement's implementation; already, at the end of December, Tehran agreed to
Beijing's opening a consulate general in its strategic port of Bandar Abbas.

This week, Russia, Iran and China held their third joint naval drill, dubbed CHIRU,
the first of which took place in December 2019. They conducted the three-day
exercise in the Gulf of Oman, just outside the Strait of Hormuz, the critical chokepoint
for the passage of oil from the Persian Gulf to the Indian Ocean.

https://www.usnews.com/news/world/articles/2021-12-15/xi-says-china-russia-should-safeguard-each-others-security-interests
https://www.wsj.com/articles/china-calls-for-calm-from-u-s-on-ukraine-11643285495
https://www.reuters.com/world/china/iran-china-sign-25-year-cooperation-agreement-2021-03-27/
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2022/1/15/iran-says-25-year-china-agreement-enters-implementation-stage
https://currentaffairs.adda247.com/russia-china-iran-conducts-joint-naval-exercise-chiru-2q22/


Russia sent three ships to the exercise: a missile cruiser Varyag, an anti-submarine
warfare ship, and a tanker.

China sent the guided-missile destroyer Urumqi - named after the capital of Xinjiang,
home to most of its Uyghur population- a supply ship, ship-borne helicopters and 40
members of the Marine Corps of the People's Liberation Army Navy.

Iran sent 11 ships, as well as smaller vessels commanded by the Islamic
Revolutionary Guard Corps, which is Tehran's usual vehicle for harassing Western
navies and commercial shipping.

The timing of the exercise could not have been more propitious, at least for Russia.
Moscow's defense ministry described the exercise as "joint tactical maneuvering and
practiced artillery fire at a naval target, as well as search-and-rescue missions at sea.

" What the Russians termed "tactical maneuvering" Tehran more bluntly described as
"night fighting." The Iranians also said the exercise included fire-fighting drills,
which would be critical in any exchange of fire with a Western navy. For its part, the
Chinese defense ministry opined that the exercise was meant to "jointly safeguard
maritime security," presumably from American predation.

At roughly the same time as the three countries were conducting their exercise, the
Chinese air force once again penetrated Taiwan's Air Defense Identification Zone.

Like the exercise, the message was clear: Washington had better take heed of the
ability of each of its adversaries to exploit its preoccupation with any one of them.

Indeed, earlier this week Foreign Minister Wang Yi addressed Ukraine and Taiwan in
a conversation with Secretary of State Antony Blinken, stating that, with respect to
Ukraine, "regional security could not be guaranteed by strengthening or even
expanding military blocs," and that the United States should "stop playing with fire
on the Taiwan issue, and stop creating various anti-China cliques."

Moreover, the tripartite exercises, the meetings, the new agreements, the statements
all are meant to convey a message that none of these three countries is as isolated as
Washington often asserts. For Putin, in particular, it means that he has a fallback
option if Washington does impose sanctions that are meant to "cripple" the Russian
economy.

He can look to Beijing for high-tech cooperation and to Tehran for arms sales. For
all three states, it is another indication of the degree to which they are preparing to
fill the regional vacuum that Washington began to create when it withdrew from
Afghanistan.

There are, of course, differences among the three - for example, between Russia and
Iran in Syria, between China and Iran over Beijing's close ties with Israel and Saudi
Arabia, and between Moscow and Beijing over China's growing presence in eastern
Siberia.

https://www.rferl.org/a/iran-russia-china-exercises/31663080.html
https://news.yahoo.com/senior-chinese-diplomat-calls-calm-052618881.html
https://www.themoscowtimes.com/2022/01/04/russias-economy-set-to-face-old-problems-in-new-year-a75842
https://www.themoscowtimes.com/2022/01/04/russias-economy-set-to-face-old-problems-in-new-year-a75842


Nevertheless, their shared hostility toward Washington and common desire to expel
the United States at least from the Middle East and Indian Ocean likely overcomes
whatever differences they might have.

Washington, therefore, would do well to consider how to ensure that whatever
sanctions it imposes in the event of a Russian invasion of Ukraine will overcome
Putin's ability to mitigate their impact on his country's economy by drawing upon the
resources that his anti-American partners are certain to make available to him.

Moreover, as it prepares its fiscal year 2023 defense budget, the Biden administration
should consider that it no longer can assume that it can address multiple threats
consecutively and thereby reduce the pressure to increase defense spending. Rather, it
should recognize that deterring the anti-American triad calls for additional budgetary
and material wherewithal to respond to crises in multiple theaters, which these states
are certain to generate in coordinated fashion.

Alternately, should it decide not to make sufficient resources available to deter Russia,
China and Iran, the Biden administration should accept that, over time, it effectively
will cede to them its influence not only in the Middle East but perhaps in Europe as
well.

'Don't look up': Why Ukraine is playing down Russia threat as U.S. sounds the
alarm
Gabe Joselow, Matt Bradley, Henry Austin & Petra Cahill - NBC News

Ali Atmaca

KOSTYANTYNIVKA, Ukraine — It's just 25 miles from the front line, but on the
snowy streets of the small Ukrainian city of Kostyantynivka, life goes on.

A short distance from the small community of about 70,000 people, Ukraine’s forces
have for seven years been facing off against Russian-backed separatists in the Donbas,
an industrial region in the eastern part of the country.

https://rollcall.com/2022/01/07/biden-budget-release-likely-delayed-until-march-sources/
https://www.nbcnews.com/news/world/mud-snipers-global-flashpoint-frontlines-ukraine-s-frozen-war-n972561


The violence has killed some 14,000 people since 2014, according to the United
Nations.

Across the border, President Vladimir Putin has amassed more than 100,000 troops
and continues to build up military hardware, raising fears that Europe is standing on
the precipice of all-out war.

But Ukraine’s emergency response systems have not been tested, the military reserves
have not been called up and in Kostyantynivka, many are relaxed.

“It seems to me there will be no military invasion,” Marina Malikova told NBC News
Friday. “I believe this. I want to believe this. We live here, we are just kids. We don’t
want to see war.”

Malikova, 19, who recently graduated and plans to become a kindergarten teacher,
added that people had gotten used to Russian aggression.

Her approach may well have been welcomed by Ukraine’s president, Volodymyr
Zelenskyy, who has repeatedly called for calm in the face of the Russian buildup, and
on Friday told a news conference that there was too much “panic.”

Shrugging off claims that his government was in denial, he referred to
the Netflix movie “Don’t Look Up” starring Leonardo DiCaprio, a satire about
climate change in which a fictional American president willfully ignores an
extinction-level comet speeding toward Earth in order to preserve her ratings.

The movie has been turned into a meme and is widely shared on social media in
Ukraine.

“We’re looking up. We do understand what’s happening and we’re talking about this.
We’re talking about this with our people,” Zelensky said.

“There is a feeling abroad that there is war here. That’s not the case,” he said,
adding that was the message he gave President Joe Biden in a phone call Thursday,
despite Biden warning him that invasion was a “distinct possibility.”

Biden says the United States and its allies are looking to ward off “the most
consequential thing that’s happened in the world, in terms of war and peace, since
World War II.”

Russia denies it’s planning to attack the former Soviet state. But in a series of
bold security demands, the Kremlin has urged NATO to deny membership to
Ukraine and other ex-Soviet countries and to roll back its military deployments in
Central and Eastern Europe.

The U.S. responded with a letter earlier this week, which it said offered a “diplomatic
path forward,” but ahead of Zelensky's news conference, Putin said Friday that it had
not addressed Moscow’s main security demands.

https://www.nbcnews.com/news/vladimir-putin
https://www.nbcnews.com/news/world/comedian-volodymyr-zelensky-leads-ukraine-s-presidential-vote-n989386
https://www.nbcnews.com/news/world/comedian-volodymyr-zelensky-leads-ukraine-s-presidential-vote-n989386
https://www.nbcnews.com/nbc-out/out-pop-culture/jonathan-van-ness-wants-stay-curious-new-netflix-series-rcna13958
https://www.nbcnews.com/think/opinion/netflix-s-don-t-look-big-asteroid-doom-we-deserve-ncna1286747
https://www.nbcnews.com/pop-culture/pop-culture-news/new-tree-species-named-leonardo-dicaprio-rcna11337
https://www.nbcnews.com/politics/white-house
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/speeches-remarks/2022/01/19/remarks-by-president-biden-in-press-conference-6/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/speeches-remarks/2022/01/19/remarks-by-president-biden-in-press-conference-6/
https://www.nbcnews.com/news/world/russia-ukraine-putin-nato-invasion-demands-rcna9116
https://www.nbcnews.com/news/world/ukraines-troops-high-alert-russian-forces-amass-border-rcna8328
https://www.nbcnews.com/news/world/ukraines-troops-high-alert-russian-forces-amass-border-rcna8328
https://www.nbcnews.com/politics/national-security/g-7-absolutely-unified-over-consequences-if-russia-invades-ukraine-n1285786
https://www.nbcnews.com/politics/national-security/g-7-absolutely-unified-over-consequences-if-russia-invades-ukraine-n1285786
https://www.nbcnews.com/news/world/biden-russia-ukraine-threat-putin-sanctions-invasion-nato-rcna13577
https://www.nbcnews.com/news/world/biden-russia-ukraine-threat-putin-sanctions-invasion-nato-rcna13577


“Ukraine has been facing Russian aggression for decades,” Kristina Kvien, U.S.
chargé d’affaires in the country, said Friday. It had used cyber-attacks and real
aggression in Crimea, which Russia annexed in 2014, and in the Donbas, where
Ukrainians died fighting every day, she said.

“You don’t see people getting concerned because they’ve lived with it for so long,”
she added.

She insisted, however, that Ukraine’s government and military were “paying a lot of
attention” to Russian movements and were “doing what they need to do” to ensure
the Ukrainian people are ready.

The country’s leaders could be downplaying the possibility of invasion “to avoid
panic among their own population,” said Keir Giles, a senior consulting fellow of the
Russia and Eurasia Program at the London-based think tank Chatham House.

“But at the same time, the lack of evident intensive defense preparations in Ukraine
would seem to argue that there is some substance to Kyiv’s belief that the threat is not
as imminent as Washington would have us believe,” he said.

However, he added, “the enormous intelligence collection capabilities of the United
States might well have led to a different picture from Kyiv’s intimate knowledge of the
adversary.”

Invasion or not, Russia had already achieved “a lot of successes already,” he said,
adding that it had “legitimized the conversation” about “rolling back the borders of
Western democracy.”

He said that it had also “succeeded in the U.S. agreeing to Russia’s presentation of
this issue as being between the great powers.”

“It’s shown everyone that Russia matters by having the one-on-one talks with the U.S.
that it always craves,” he said.

In Kostyantynivka, residents can do little more than wait.
Alexander Vizirov, who served in the Soviet Union’s military between 1986 and 1988
— before the breakup of the Soviet Union led to Ukraine’s independence — was less
confident about Zelenskyy’s approach, although he said he understood that the
president was trying to calm people to prop up the economy.

“We cannot be relaxed,” he said, adding that invasion could “happen any second.”
While people said they were not worried, Malikova said she thought “they do
somewhere deep in their soul.”

Asked why she thought an invasion would not take place she added: “It’s hope. Hope
dies last.”

Biden looking for a Black woman for SCOTUS unleashes the right's hypocrisy



Jarvis DeBerry - MSNBC

President Joe Biden’s promise to nominate a Black woman to the Supreme Court seat
being vacated by Justice Stephen Breyer is being pilloried by the right. But it’s a
refreshing departure from presidents who've made race-conscious nominations while
asking the public to accept the lie that race never entered their minds.

"The person I will nominate will be someone of extraordinary qualifications,
character, experience and integrity, and that person will be the first Black woman
ever nominated to the United States Supreme Court," Biden said Thursday.

"I made that commitment during the campaign for president, and I will keep that
commitment."

Biden’s decision to openly talk about the race of his forthcoming nominee suggests
that we may be past the “colorblind” nonsense that was all the rage.

Biden’s decision to openly talk about the race of his forthcoming nominee suggests
that we may be past the “colorblind” nonsense that was all the rage a generation
ago.
You remember, don’t you, the “I don’t see color” people who with that falsehood
implied that Blackness was something dirty and unmentionable or something the
person thus afflicted had to overcome?

When President George H.W. Bush announced in July 1991 that he’d picked Clarence
Thomas to fill the Supreme Court seat left vacant by Thurgood Marshall, he
suggested it was pure happenstance that he, a virulent opponent of quotas, was
replacing the court’s first and only Black justice with another Black man who would
also be the only Black person on the court.

Bush also wanted the public to forget that less than a year earlier, after he had
appointed David Souter to the court, his administration had, as a reporter put it,
“very clearly put out the word” that Edith Jones (a white appellate court judge)
would be his next nominee.

“The fact that he is Black and a minority has nothing to do with this in the sense that
he is the best qualified at this time,” Bush said then.

“I would strongly resent any charge that might be forthcoming on quotas when it
relates to appointing the best man to the court.”

Let this column not be interpreted as an argument for Jones, whose retrograde
ideas have been damaging enough coming from the 5th Circuit. But isn’t it funny that
at the moment a Black justice announced his retirement, a president opposed to
quotas realized Thomas was the best choice and leapfrogged him over the white
woman his administration had said would be next?

Though Bush’s claim that he hadn’t considered Thomas’ race didn’t pass the laugh
test, such lies are part and parcel of those told by conservatives who pretend that

https://www.presidency.ucsb.edu/documents/the-presidents-news-conference-kennebunkport-maine-2
https://www.presidency.ucsb.edu/documents/the-presidents-news-conference-kennebunkport-maine-2
https://www.nola.com/opinions/article_191778b3-8549-5f2f-8d7f-58cac6878a47.html
https://www.nola.com/opinions/article_191778b3-8549-5f2f-8d7f-58cac6878a47.html


institutions that only included men or only included white people can be diversified
without paying attention to future candidates’ race or gender.

Inside the political fight expected over Biden’s Supreme Court pick
Some of Biden’s critics are insisting that Biden play the same dishonest game. They
say if he promises to pick a Black woman before he picks a Black woman, then said
Black woman will be dismissed as unqualified, that she will be subjected to
criticism that she only got the job because she’s a Black woman. How sweet that
they’re so concerned about the yet-to-be-named nominee.

They should know there’s not a Black woman who could conceivably be considered
for the Supreme Court who hasn’t already been confronted with racist, sexist or racist
and sexist doubts about her qualifications.

It’s unlikely that there’s one who hasn’t, at some point, been peppered with questions
about her test scores or how she got into college or law school or whatever firm hired
her. Whomever Biden nominates for the Supreme Court won’t fall apart because some
people have doubts that she belongs there.

“What do you say to critics who say the only reason you’re being picked is because
you’re Black?” a reporter asked Thomas at the July 1991 news conference where
Bush introduced him as his nominee.

“I think a lot worse things have been said,” Thomas replied. “I disagree with that,
but I’ll have to live with it.”

Whomever Biden nominates for the Supreme Court won’t fall apart because some
people have doubts that she belongs there.

I concur with Thomas in that his being Black wasn’t the “only reason” Bush picked
him. He picked Thomas because, as the late Rep. John Conyers, D-Mich., once said,
Thomas is “the pugnacious conservative who didn't hesitate to espouse his hostility to
traditional civil rights remedies.

” By appointing Thomas, Bush could get points for not letting the court become all
white again even as he appointed a justice bent on turning back the clock in more
significant ways.

Nor will the facts of her Blackness or her femaleness be the only reasons Biden picks
his nominee. He will pick her because he believes she will interpret the Constitution
in the way he thinks it ought to be interpreted. And, yes, because of the symbolism of
the pick.

Those who insist Biden pick the most qualified person for the court and only describe
them as such are wrong to believe that there exists a single person in the country who
can objectively be deemed most qualified for such a role, in part because the
qualifications are whatever the president and the Senate decide they are.

The most pressing qualification may be whether the candidate will help advance the
president’s political agenda or, if applicable, aid the president's re-election.

https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/2022/01/27/biden-scotus-pick-conservative-criticism/
https://twitter.com/ClayTravis/status/1486760750047797253
https://twitter.com/ClayTravis/status/1486760750047797253
https://www.presidency.ucsb.edu/documents/the-presidents-news-conference-kennebunkport-maine-2
https://www.uscourts.gov/faqs-federal-judges


In the same way Bush wasn’t subtle when he replaced a Black groundbreaking liberal
on the court with a Black conservative, President Donald Trump was just as obvious
when he replaced Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg, a groundbreaking liberal woman,
with the conservative Amy Coney Barrett.

People criticizing Biden for being forthright about his desire to add diversity to the
court and send a signal to Black women, the Democratic Party’s most loyal voters,
aren’t to be taken seriously. Nor should we take seriously their worries about whether
she’ll be qualified.

What about the words “Black” or “woman” triggers their fears that she won’t be?

China CONFIRMS it is joining forces with Russia to build a base on the MOON by
2035 to rival NASA's Lunar Gateway
JONATHAN CHADWICK - MAIL ONLINE

China confirms it's joining forces with Russia to build a lunar research station
International Lunar Research Station will be an orbiter and a base on the moon
The upcoming base will be 'designed to conduct multipurpose research work'

China has confirmed it's joining forces with Russia to build a research station on the
moon by 2035, which will rival NASA's Lunar Gateway.

Confirmation of plans to build the International Lunar Research Station (ILRS) came
on Friday from officials at China National Space Administration (CNSA), the
country's national space agency.

Russia and China aim to complete basic infrastructure construction for ILRS by 2035,
Wu Yanhua, CNSA deputy director, told a briefing in Beijing.

ILRS will rival NASA's Lunar Gateway, which is set to play a 'vital' role in the US
space agency's upcoming Artemis program.

However, NASA's Lunar Gateway will only orbit the moon, while ILRS will have both
an orbiter and a base on the lunar surface, as well as multiple exploration rovers.

https://www.dailymail.co.uk/home/search.html?s=&authornamef=Jonathan+Chadwick+For+Mailonline
https://twitter.com/intent/follow?screen_name=jwillchad&tw_p=followbutton
https://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/china/index.html
https://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/russia/index.html
https://www.dailymail.co.uk/sciencetech/nasa/index.html
https://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/beijing/index.html
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China and Russia will sign an agreement to build a research station on the moon,
officials at the Chinese space agency said .

WHAT WE KNOW ABOUT THE CHINA-RUSSIA MOON BASE
The moon base, called International Lunar Research Station (ILRS), is a joint
operation between Russia and China.

ILRS will be 'designed to conduct multidisciplinary and multipurpose research work'.
NASA's Lunar Gateway will orbit the moon, but ILRS will have both an orbiter and a
base on the lunar surface.

China and Russia will sign an agreement to build the research station, officials at
China National Space Administration said.

The next step for Russia and China is infrastructure construction, which includes
systems for energy, communication and life support on the moon base, Bloomberg
Quint reports. The ILRS project will be open to other countries to join.

'We welcome the extensive participation of international colleagues,' Wu said on
Friday.

It follows authorities from Moscow and Beijing signing a memorandum of
understanding in March 2021 to launch the project. The base, the memorandum said,
would be 'designed to conduct multidisciplinary and multipurpose research work'.

Russia previously expressed interest in collaborating on NASA's Lunar Gateway
program, and an informal joint statement was signed by both Roscosmos (Russia's
space agency) and NASA on September 27, 2017.

However, Roscosmos formally announced in January 2021 that it would ultimately
not be participating in the program.

https://www.bloombergquint.com/china/china-confirms-it-will-team-up-with-russia-to-explore-the-moon
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Described as a 'vital component of NASA’s Artemis program, the Lunar Gateway will
be a small space station orbiting the moon, acting as a 'multi-purpose outpost'.

View gallery

Wu Yanhua, deputy head of China's National Space Administration (CNSA), attends
the State Council Information Office (SCIO) press conference to issue the white paper
titled 'China's Space Program: A 2021 Perspective' on January 28, 2022 in Beijing,
China

CHINA'S UPCOMING CHANG'E MISSIONS
Chang'e-6 will be the first mission to explore the moon's south pole. It's expected to
launch in 2023 or 2024.

Chang'e-7 will study the land surface, composition, space environment in an overall
mission, according to the Chinese space authority, while Chang'e-8 will focus on
technical surface analysis.

China is also reportedly working on building a lunar base using 3D printing
technology and sending a future crewed mission to the surface.

Chang'e-8 will likely lay the groundwork for this as it strives to verify technology for
the project.

The CNSA is also building an Earth-orbiting space station where Chinese astronauts
conduct scientific experiments, similar to ISS crew.

The agency also launched a mission to Mars in summer 2020 and landed a rover on
the red planet in May 2021.



China wants to land its first astronauts on the moon as early as 2030, according to
Chinese Academy of Engineering expert Long Lehao – someone thought to be close to
CNSA's space program – last autumn.

The country had always planned to send humans to the lunar surface, but it was
assumed it would be later in the 2030s, after multiple rover and probe missions.
China has also just approved three more missions to the moon – Chang'e 6, 7 and 8 –
launching from 2024 onwards.

Friday's announcement is a sign of closer cooperation between Russia and China,
which has been conducting its spare-faring projects alone. China was notably barred
from participating in the project to build the International Space Station (ISS) by the
US.

In its 20-year history, no Chinese nationals have ever been aboard the ageing ISS,
which is operated by five space agencies – NASA (US), Roscosmos (Russia), JAXA
(Japan), ESA (Europe), and CSA (Canada).

As a result, China last year started building its own space station, called Tiangong,
meaning 'heavenly palace', to rival it. ISS, currently in orbit, took 10 years and more
than 30 missions to assemble from the launch of the first module back in 1998.

The Tianhe module of the China's new space station – which was the first module to
be launched, in April last year – forms the main living quarters for crew members in
Tiangong, which will have a life span of at least 10 years.

View gallery

China's ambitious Tiangong space station, currently under construction, is seen here
in an artistic rendering.
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View gallery

3D rendering of the Chinese Space Station, or Tiangong Space Station, as it'll look
when fully constructed. Tianhe will form the main living quarters for three crew
members. Shenzhou is an existing spacecraft that would dock at the station with
crew. Tianzhou is an existing cargo transport spacecraft

CHINESE SPACE STATION MODULES
- Tianhe: Core module. Launched on April 29, 2021
- Wentian: Experiment module I. Launch planned for 2022
- Mengtian: Experiment module II. Launch planned for 2022
- Xuntian: Space telescope module. Planned launch in 2024 to co-orbit with Chinese
Space Station

Tianhe will be connected next year to two more 'experiment module' sections, named
Wentian and Mengtian, set to be launched by June and September 2022, respectively.
Once completed, Tiangong Space Station will weigh some 66 tons, far smaller than
the ISS, which launched its first module in 1998 and weighs around 450 tons.

Tiangong's first crew returned to Earth in September following a 90-day mission.
The second crew of two men and one woman – Zhai Zhigang and Ye Guangfu
and Wang Yaping – arrived in mid October for a six-month mission and are still
aboard today.



In early November, Yaping became China's first female spacewalker after completing
a six-hour task outside the station, along with Zhigang.

The spacewalk took a total of six hours 25 minutes, during which time the duo
installed equipment and carried out tests alongside the station's robotic service arm.

China launched Chang'e-5 in November 2020, which less than a month successfully
returned lunar rock samples to Earth – the first such samples returned to Earth in
more than 40 years.

Meanwhile, China's Tianwen-1 mission, consisting of multiple spacecraft including
an orbiter and lander, is currently investigating the Martian surface and its
atmosphere.

NASA'S LUNAR GATEWAY: A VITAL PART OF THE ARTEMIS PROGRAM
NASA is working on a project to build the first lunar space station, code-named the
Lunar Gateway, as part of a long-term project to send humans to Mars.

The crew-tended spaceport will orbit the moon and serve as a 'gateway to deep space
and the lunar surface,' NASA has said.

The first modules of the station could be completed as soon as 2024.
An international base for lunar exploration for humans and robots and a stopover for
spacecraft is a leading contender to succeed the $100 billion International Space
Station (ISS), the world's largest space project to date.

View gallery Pictured: a diagram of the proposed Lunar Gateway space station
NASA's upcoming Artemis missions aim to send the first crewed mission to the moon
since 1972 'no earlier than 2025'.

This was originally by 2024, but costs and litigation from Jeff Bezos' firm Blue Origin
forced NASA to put this back a year.
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Eventually NASA seeks to establish a sustainable human presence on the moon by
2028 as a result of the Artemis mission.

The space agency hopes this colony will uncover new scientific discoveries,
demonstrate new technological advancements and lay the foundation for private
companies to build a lunar economy.

American woman arrested, allegedly trained women of ISIS
ABC News

A Kansas woman was charged with providing material support to ISIS, according to
charges unsealed by the Justice Department on Friday night.

Kansas woman accused of leading all-female ISIS brigade in Syria. On six separate
occasions between 2014 and 2017, authorities say Allison Fluke-Ekren, 42, allegedly
expressed interest in carrying out terrorist attacks in the United States in support of
ISIS, the foreign terrorist organization that's based in Iraq, Syria and other locations
in Africa and the Middle East.

Fluke-Ekren moved to Syria in 2012 and married a "prominent" ISIS leader, court
documents said. She can reportedly speak four languages, and the documents alleged
she rose up the ranks to command her own battalion.

"Fluke-Ekren's main objective in this role was to teach the women of ISIS how to
defend themselves against ISIS' enemies," the complaint stated.

"There are American citizens who want to do damage to our country and whether
they're here inside the country, trying to commit attacks or outside of the country,"
Tony Mattivi, the former DOJ National Security Coordinator for the District of
Kansas said.

Alexandria Sheriffs Office via AP This undated photo provided by the Alexandria, Va.,
Sheriff's Office in January 2022 shows Allison Fluke-Ekren.



She also allegedly housed, translated for and trained women to fire automatic
weapons, the Justice Department said.

"Recent charges brought against Allison Fluke-Ekren demonstrate the appeal ISIS
had to a broad section of foreign extremists around the world, including women and
those from the United States," said Javed Ali, former senior counter-terrorism
director at the National Security Council and a professor at the University of
Michigan's Ford School of Public Policy.

"Despite their similar jihadist outlooks, unlike al Qaida, ISIS held little to no
prohibitions for more operational roles for women in the group, and there were many
other women who performed similar functions in ISIS like Fluke-Ekren," Ali told ABC
News.

Among the attacks she was interested in carrying out were ideas to bomb a mall and a
college in the U.S.

"To conduct the attack, Fluke-Ekren explained that she could go to a shopping mall in
the United States, park a vehicle full of explosives in the basement or parking garage
level of the structure, and detonate the explosives in the vehicle with a cellphone
triggering device, " she allegedly told a witness, according to court documents.

Cliff Owen/AP, FILE The U.S. Courthouse is seen in Alexandria, Va., Sept. 2, 2021.

The U.S. Attorney in Alexandria announced, Jan. 29, 2022, that 42-year-old Allison
Fluke-Ekren has been charged with providing material support to a terrorist
organization.

Fluke-Ekren also allegedly once presented an FBI informant with a plan "targeting a
U.S.-based college." She "stated that they would dress like infidels and drop off a
backpack with explosives," court documents said.



She also "fantasized" about committing an attack where there was a large amount of
people, the documents stated. "Fluke-Ekren considered any attack that did not kill a
large number of individuals to be a waste of resources," they said.

The documents against Fluke-Ekren were filed in 2019. She was arrested in Syria and
is expected to make her first federal court appearance in Alexandria, Virginia, on
Monday, when she will be appointed an attorney.

Russia to Face U.S. in Rare U.N. Security Council Debate
William Mauldin - The Wall Street

The United Nations Security Council will use a meeting Monday to seek a diplomatic
exit to the situation on the Ukrainian border and to request an explanation from
Russia about its buildup of troops there, the U.S. ambassador to the U.N. said.

Associated Press Russia to Face U.S. in Rare U.N. Security Council Debate.

The U.S. called the meeting last week to discuss the standoff over Ukraine, seeking to
apply international pressure on Russia to negotiate its concerns about European
security among diplomats rather than on the battlefield.

“The Security Council is unified,” U.S. Ambassador Linda Thomas-Greenfield said
on ABC News’s “This Week.” “Our voices are unified in calling for the Russians to
explain themselves.”

A senior Russian diplomat on Friday dismissed the meeting as a shameful
public-relations stunt and urged the council not to support it.

“I can’t recall another occasion when a SC member proposed to discuss its own
baseless allegations and assumptions as a threat to international order from someone
else,” wrote Dmitry Polyanski, Russia’s first deputy permanent representative to the



U.N., Friday on Twitter. The Russian mission’s press office declined to make Mr.
Polyanski available for an interview.

The U.N. meeting will be a rare opportunity for Washington and its allies to discuss
the actions of another permanent Security Council member—Russia—on the world
stage. After weeks of negotiation behind closed doors, the debate on Monday is set to
occur in an open meeting and in front of television cameras.

Yet the venue also will enable Moscow to state its own case publicly that the North
Atlantic Treaty Organization is threatening its security.

In addition to Russia, China and other countries often oppose U.S. priorities at the
U.N. A former U.S. ambassador to the U.N. said Thursday that a challenge on the
Security Council is accurately calculating the extent of support for the U.S. position
among other members, especially on this kind of sensitive issue.

Washington is seeking to build a coalition with European countries to impose
financial sanctions, export controls and even a halt to the Nord Stream 2 gas pipeline
if Russia invades Ukraine.

The Senate Foreign Relations Committee is nearing completion of a bill that would
target major Russian banks, hit Russians’ savings and pensions and limit the market
for Russia’s sovereign debt, among other elements, chairman Sen. Bob Menendez (D.,
N.J.) said Sunday.

“I believe giving the president the total arsenal of tools, sanctions, the expedited
delivery of lethal weapons, the dealing with the misinformation that Russia is
generating, the cyber-attacks—all of that is envisioned in our legislation,” Mr.
Menendez said on CNN. “And [it] is a comprehensive and powerful approach that
says to Putin, ‘You have a choice: diplomacy or conflict.’”

Meanwhile, U.S. officials are continuing to monitor Russian troop movements and
signals from the Kremlin on whether President Putin plans to invade Ukraine.

The U.S. is awaiting a formal response from Moscow to its proposals on European
security, delivered in writing last week, that were intended to address the Kremlin’s
concerns about what it sees as a threat from NATO. U.S. officials said the proposals
included inspections of U.S. ballistic missile-defense sites in Poland and Romania and
mutual constraints on military maneuvers and operations, U.S. officials said.

Secretary of State Antony Blinken and Russian Foreign Minister Sergei Lavrov are
likely to speak in some format this coming week on the matter, officials said.

“We’ve heard some signs that the Russians are interested in engaging on that
proposal,” Undersecretary for Political Affairs Victoria Nuland said Sunday on CBS
News about the U.S. proffer.

One risk for Washington heading into the U.N. meeting is what U.S. officials have
described as Moscow’s penchant for spreading misinformation. Moscow’s views have



some appeal to some governments around the world and can even sow political
division among U.S. allies.

“We’re going to go in the room prepared to listen to them, but we’re not going to be
distracted by their propaganda,” Ms. Thomas-Greenfield said. “And we’re going to
be prepared to respond to any disinformation that they attempt to spread during this
meeting.”

Russia has deployed troops near Ukraine’s border, moved troops and air-defense
missiles into Belarus as part of a planned military exercise in February and shifted
tanks and other heavy equipment westward from bases in the Far East.

Western defense officials say Moscow has made what appear to be final preparations
for an invasion of Ukraine by sending medical units to the front, moving to a level of
readiness not reached in past buildups.

Russia has denied intending to invade its neighbor and insists it has the right to move
troops in its own territory and safeguard its own security. Russia has warned of
“retaliatory measures,” if Western nations don’t address its demands for regional
security, including assurances that NATO will deny entry to Ukraine.

The U.S. and other NATO members have rejected Moscow’s core security demands.

No one expects the Security Council to adopt a resolution tying Russia’s hands over
Ukraine: Moscow holds one of five permanent seats and can veto any resolution.

Bringing a sensitive matter involving a member of the council has potential
drawbacks, if nothing can be accomplished, according to a U.N. official involved in
the process. Some in New York want to give Russia, the U.S., Ukraine and NATO time
to resolve their differences directly, another official said.

On Tuesday, Russia will begin presiding over the Security Council for a month, a
perch that gives it some ability to set the agenda but won’t necessarily prevent other
members from bringing up a variety of issues. Ukraine will likely come up during
Russia’s presidency since the Security Council holds an annual meeting on Ukraine in
February.

Some former U.S. officials say Washington could also bring up the Ukraine issue in
the full U.N. General Assembly, where more than 200 nations are members, but
resolutions aren’t binding.

Ukraine crisis: Why is Germany out of step with the US, Europe?
Priyanka Shankar - Al Jazeera



Al Jazeera

Brussels, Belgium – Every time the European Union has to make big decisions on
migration, trade or foreign relations, Germany takes the lead.

But Berlin’s restrictive stance on how to deal with Russia to deter the crisis in
Ukraine has raised eyebrows among its allies, while experts accuse Germany of
watching from the sidelines.

While the United States and some EU nations have sent military support to Ukraine,
Germany has offered only medical aid and has been ridiculed for its promise to send
helmets. It has also banned Estonia from supplying German-origin Howitzer weapons
to Ukraine.

Germany’s navy chief Kay-Achim Schönbach, who has since resigned, earlier
downplayed the crisis, saying that Russian President Vladimir Putin “deserved
respect.”

These developments have frustrated Germany’s NATO allies, who are eager to secure
unanimity to deal with the Kremlin.

“European security cannot be done without a German leading role. At this moment,
when we’re looking at how they’re acting on European defence and NATO, the
readiness of the Bundeswehr, the hesitance to use military force, it’s absurd for the
current times,” Latvia’s Minister of Defence Artis Pabrik told the Financial Times,
referring to the German military.

Last week, German Chancellor Olaf Scholz insisted the country is in tune with EU
and NATO policies towards Russia, but stuck to his stance, telling reporters in Berlin:
“We don’t provide any lethal weapons.”

Stefan Scheller, an associate fellow at the German Council on Foreign Relations said
the position of the current German government, a coalition of the Social Democrats
(SPD), the Greens and the Free Democrats – is rooted in history.



“The SPD has a longstanding legacy from what they consider a successful Cold War
strategy of rapprochement towards the Soviet Union. However, seeking
rapprochement in the current situation with 100,000 Russian soldiers on the border to
Ukraine is naive,” he told Al Jazeera.

“The Liberals and part of the Greens have a more assertive perspective towards
dealing with Russia. However, the Greens – having their roots in the peace movement
– have also historically had huge concerns about any kind of arms deliveries.”

Why is Germany uneasy with arms exports?
Germany’s cautious approach towards deterring Russia has not gone down well in
Ukraine.

Ukrainian foreign minister Dmytro Kuleba recently tweeted: “Statements by
Germany about the impossibility of transferring defence weapons to Ukraine, in
particular due to permission to third parties, the futility of returning Crimea,
hesitations to disconnect Russia from SWIFT- do not correspond to the level of our
relations and the current security situation.”

German foreign minister Annalena Baerbock responded quickly, saying Berlin is
acting in a “historically responsible” manner; because of its role in the second world
war, the country’s policy against sending arms to crisis zones.

But Mykola Bielieskov, an analyst at Ukraine’s National Institute for Strategic Studies,
believes the idea that Germany has to fulfil a special responsibility towards Russia
because of its second world war legacy is groundless.

“In this WWII responsibility paradigm, Germany owes Ukraine much more than
Russia, given the fact that all Ukraine was occupied from 1941-42 and we suffered
more under The Third Reich,” he told Al Jazeera.

“On the other hand, Germany would need to shoulder the burden of negative
outcomes if Russia indeed launched an all-out war against Ukraine.”

Markus Ziener, Helmut Schmidt fellow at the German Marshall Fund (GMF) of the
US, told Al Jazeera: “This historical stance of the German government is lopsided. In
the past, Germany’s actions had made Ukraine suffer and while the uneasiness to
supply weapons is understandable, in the current scenario, supplying arms to fortify
Ukraine would actually help the country.”

After Germany’s offer to send 5,000 helmets and medical aid to Ukraine, Kyiv’s
Mayor Vitali Klitschko joked to the German newspaper BILD Daily: “What will
Germany send next? Pillows?”

Scheller told Al Jazeera Germany should consider providing “substantial numbers”
of protective vests and night vision equipment.

“Moreover, the country should not block European partners from supplying arms to
Ukraine and should refrain from comments which weakens European cohesion,” he
said. He added that the country has at times been flexible with its arms export policy.



“While exporting arms to conflict zones is not a part of Germany’s foreign policy
tradition, Germany has at times – and for good reasons- been flexible with its own
benchmarks when it provided weapons to support the Kurds in Syria, who were
fighting the Islamic State,” said Scheller.

Nord-stream 2 exposing Germany’s weakness?
Germany’s economic linkages and its gas pipeline project – Nord Stream 2 – with
Russia, could be behind Germany’s softer approach.

The contentious Nord Stream 2 pipeline – which Washington fears Moscow is using to
increase its leverage in Europe – is meant to bring natural gas from Russia to
Germany.

While Germany works towards a renewable future, GMF’s Zeiner said that at present,
if Germany decides to stop the Nord Stream 2 project, it is bound to hurt the country.

“Germany’s reliance on gas is high and will increase till there is sufficient renewable
energy. So the country will need gas and energy supply from elsewhere,” he told Al
Jazeera.

Of Nord Stream 2, Rachel Rizzo, senior fellow at the Atlantic Council’s Europe
Center, said: “What we’re seeing is a situation where those economic links hinder
how [the West] can respond during a crisis that involves Russia.

“When it comes to Germany, the country has a pacifist bent to it and it has for
decades, especially after World War II. But I also think there are political elements at
play here.

he SPD, which holds the German chancellor, has historically been more friendly with
Russia, whereas the Greens who are in charge of the foreign ministry and the
economic and climate ministry, for instance, are much more hawkish and are
famously anti-Nord Stream 2.”

Keen to show Germany’s interest in defusing the crisis in Ukraine, German foreign
minister Baerbock is set to visit Ukraine on February 7 and announced at the
Bundestag that the country is working on a “strong package of sanctions” against
Russia, should it launch an attack.

She highlighted that this package covers several aspects, including Nord Stream 2.
Yet, Schelle explains that sanctions alone will not solve all problems.

“Putin tests the West and tries to change the post-cold-war security order to his liking.
Right now, Germany should refrain from comments which weakens European
cohesion and find a compromise with its allies,” he said.

Biden's 'New Political Order'
Opinion by Bill Schneider - The Hill



AP Photo/Susan Walsh

Welcome to the New Political Order. It was announced, ceremoniously, by President
Biden at his Jan. 19 news conference marking the end of his first year in office. "The
public doesn't want me to be the president-senator," Biden announced. "They want me
to be the president and let senators be senators."

Biden was announcing a transition from government by deal-making to government
by leadership. Deal-making, negotiation and compromise are skills essential to a
legislator. But they are not the skills essential to a president these days.

"I'm used to negotiating to get things done," President Biden said at his press
conference. "In the past, I've been relatively successful at it. But I think the role as
president is a different role." After all, the president, along with the vice president,
are the only political offices elected by the entire country.

Since John F. Kennedy's administration, television has made politics both more
national and more personal. The president's role is to lead - to articulate the goals
and aspirations of the American people.

Biden's more partisan policies have gotten nowhere - voting rights, expansion of the
social safety net, climate change, police reform. Those issues require presidential
leadership strong enough to overcome partisan resistance. Not so easy in an era of
intense party polarization, when compromise is often seen as betrayal.

"Voting rights always used to be bipartisan," Senate Majority Leader Chuck Schumer
(D-N.Y.) lamented. This year, only one Republican senator voted to end the
filibuster on voting rights. Partisan interest took priority.

Republicans know that demographic trends are not in their favor - Democrats have
carried the national popular vote in seven out of the last eight presidential elections.
So Republicans now want to tighten voter restrictions.

What's driving partisan polarization? The rise of populism has a lot to do with it.
Populism involves resentment of elites. Left-wing populists resent the rich. Right-wing
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populists resent educated elites and experts who tell them what to do (get vaccinated,
wear masks). The radical right has been around for a long time (McCarthyism, the
John Birch Society), but the election of Donald Trump has driven them to open revolt.
Especially against President Biden, because, in their view, Biden cheated their hero
out of re-election.

Social media weaponizes populism. It gives ordinary Americans - especially those
with strong opinions - a voice. In social media, there are no editors, no producers, no
fact checkers. You can say whatever you want.

Social media also creates a sense of belonging. People find a community of shared
opinions online. That re-enforces their views and helps produce a sense of
identity. Identity politics is usually depicted as coming from the left (women,
minorities, gays) - but it is equally powerful on the right, among people who identify
as whites, Christians, "real Americans."

(Republican Senate Leader Mitch McConnell said last week, "African-American
voters are voting in just as high a percentage as Americans.") When people's views
are invested in their identities, compromise becomes impossible.

President Biden got elected on a promise of bipartisanship. The clearest sign that we
are in a New Political Order came when Biden said, "I did not anticipate that there'd
be such a stalwart effort to make sure that the most important thing was that
President Biden didn't get anything done."

Republicans long ago gave up on bipartisanship. Washington Post columnist Greg
Sargent calls attention to a revealing statement made by McConnell in 2010, when the
Affordable Care Act was being considered in the Senate. "We worked very hard to
keep our fingerprints off of those proposals," McConnell said, speaking for his party.

"When you hang the 'bipartisan' tag on something, the perception is that differences
have been worked out, and there's a broad agreement that that's the way forward."

The failure of Biden's bipartisan efforts, mostly because of solid Republican
opposition, has had the effect of making Biden look weak. That is very damaging for a
president.

A participant in a New York Times Opinion focus group said about President Biden,
"He's a nice guy, and sometimes you don't need a nice guy being president. You just
need someone tough."

A participant in another focus group called Biden "wishy-washy," an adjective often
used in the 1970s to describe former one-term President Jimmy Carter.

Sen. Bernie Sanders (I-Vt.), a populist of the left, offered President Biden this
recommendation for a way out: "Our job now is to show the American people what
we stand for and what the Republicans stand for." In other words, show some fight.
In the New Political Order, maybe President Biden could toughen up and use the
"how dare they?" trope:
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"How dare they argue that protecting the filibuster is more important than protecting
the right to vote?"

"How dare they refuse to see climate change as a serious threat to our country?"
"How dare they force suffering Americans to pay exorbitant prices for essential
medication?"

In 1886, Winston Churchill's father uttered a famous battle cry during the fight over
Irish home rule, then the most divisive issue in British politics.

Lord Randolph Churchill, an opponent of home rule, declared, "Ulster will fight!
Ulster will be right!" Imagine President Biden issuing a similar rallying cry when he
delivers his first State of the Union speech in a few weeks: "Democrats will fight!
Democrats will be right!"

Survivors Say Russian Mercenaries Slaughtered 70 Civilians in Gold Mine
Massacre
Philip Obaji Jr. - The daily Beast

The Daily Beast

ABUJA, Nigeria—Prince Ngoma was just about to depart a mining site in Central
African Republic’s (CAR) eastern village of Aïgbado when heavily armed Russian
mercenaries in a pickup truck drove in, opened fire, and burned down the houses in
the area.

“They didn’t speak a word to anyone, only their guns did the talking,” said Ngoma,
who was only there to meet a friend. “I saw people screaming and falling on the
ground. It was only by luck that I survived.”

For about 20 minutes at around noon on Jan. 16, Ngoma said, the Russians opened
fire repeatedly before fighters from the Union for Peace (UPC) rebel group, which
the mercenaries have constantly targeted, showed up and began to fire back,
wounding about four fighters and causing the Russians to retreat.

https://irishhomerule.weebly.com/ulsters-opposition.html


“We counted eight bodies after the Russians had left,” he told The Daily Beast.
“These were civilians killed at the spot during the shooting.”

But the Russians weren’t satisfied. As hundreds of frightened villagers ran to the
nearby Yanga community (located 40 miles from Aïgbado), the Russian mercenaries,
this time accompanied by CAR government forces commonly referred to as FACA,
chased them there and slaughtered as many people as they could.

“The killings went on for two days.” Abdoulaye Ishmael, a farmer in Yanga, told The
Daily Beast. “Since the incident happened, we've counted up to 70 dead bodies.”

The United Nations, through its spokesman Stéphane Dujarric, said it has received
reports of the incident involving CAR troops and “other security personnel” and is
“currently confirming the number of casualties and displacement.”

The human rights team in the country known as MINUSCA has been dispatched to the
area—and they may be shocked by what they find.

Locals say there are corpses littered in the forest between Aïgbado and Yanga, while
fishermen at the Kotto River that passes through Yanga have retrieved 14 dead
bodies, including women and children, according to local reports.

“Everyday, we keep seeing new dead bodies,” said Ishmael. “The number of people
killed by the Russians could be much more than what we’ve seen or heard so far.”

Reports of Russian aggression in CAR have become commonplace. Since the 2018
killings of three Russian journalists who were investigating the local activities
of Wagner Group, a mercenary outfit linked to Russia President Vladimir Putin’s
close associate Yevgeny Prigozhin, hostility towards locals in the impoverished
Central African nation has been on the rise.

In December 2020, Wagner mercenaries fired on a truck for failing to stop at a
checkpoint in the town of Bambari, injuring the driver and killing three
passengers, according to a CNN report.

Two months later, Russians opened fire at a mosque in Bambari, killing about 21
people, including children and the elderly, before burning down homes nearby.

Last March, it was also reported that the Russians shot and killed a local chief, whom
they had accused of having a soft spot for the rebels near the town of Bambari.

A month after, Wagner mercenaries kidnapped four community leaders from Bria
and, as The Daily Beast previously reported, flew them to an undisclosed location
before storming Koui to seize the sultan of the northwestern town, along with his
bodyguard and assistant.

They announced much later that the three men had been killed in a landmine
explosion not far from the sultan’s house.

The latest spate of atrocities which began in mid-January may still be unfolding.
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Sources told The Daily Beast that the Russians have blocked access to Aïgbado and
Yanga and restricted movements in and out of the communities. The local media is
reporting that the mercenaries have set up an outpost in Aïgbado and anyone who
tries to leave the village is shot at. Residents say everyone is living in fear.

“Everyone in Aïgbado is scared of walking on the streets because anything can
happen to you if you come face to face with the Russians and FACA,” said Ngoma.
“There are a number of villagers missing since January 16, and we suspect they've
been killed or abducted by Russian mercenaries and FACA.”

Since December 2017, when Russia secured an exemption to the UN arms embargo,
allowing Moscow to deliver arms and training for CAR forces, Wagner mercenaries
have appeared all over the restive African nation, often guarding lucrative gold and
diamond mines.

Wagner recruits many of its mercenaries from the Russian military intelligence
agency known as the GRU. Prigozhin—often called “Putin’s chef” because of the
huge contracts handed out to his catering company—is the mastermind behind both
Wagner and Russia’s involvement in CAR and Africa; it is unknown how closely he
consults with his comrades in the Kremlin

Prigozhin’s private military has also been linked to recent coups in Mali and Burkina
Faso, both of which also have major gold mines.

Regarded as one of the world’s poorest nations, the CAR descended into civil war in
2013. A mainly Muslim rebel coalition called Séléka took control of the capital
Bangui, overthrew the government, and began plundering villages.

They also targeted Christians and supporters of the former president. In response,
Christian vigilantes began a bloody program of ethnic cleansing against the Muslim
minority, causing the UN to impose an arms embargo and create a peacekeeping
mission.

Muslim rebels and Christian militants still control much of the country and continue
to fight each other to take control of territory and mineral resources. A helpless
Faustin-Archange Touadéra, who was sworn in as president in 2016, turned to Russia
for security assistance months after taking office and Moscow accepted but with an
agreement to allow Russia to explore CAR’s natural resources, and Wagner
mercenaries are doing so with brutality.

“What happened here in Aïgbado confirms what people have been saying, that going
to a gold mine in this country is like a death sentence,” said Ngoma.

“You just can’t survive in an environment where the Russians are so interested.”

Russia is willing to go to war and incur sanctions over Ukraine, analysts warn
Chloe Taylor - CNBC
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Russia is willing to risk “real financial harm” and all-out war to achieve its political
objectives over Ukraine, defense analysts have said.

Moscow has denied that it plans to invade neighboring Ukraine, a former part of the
Soviet Union, despite having assembled around 100,000 troops at the border.

On Sunday, Bob Menendez, chair of the U.S. Senate Committee on Foreign Relations,
told CNN that lawmakers were devising the “mother of all sanctions” against Russia.

CNBCA serviceman of the Teykovo Missile Formation (54th Guards Missile Division)
takes part in combat patrol and anti-sabotage drills involving RS-24 Yars

road-mobile intercontinental ballistic missile systems.

Russia is willing to risk "real financial harm" and all-out war to achieve its political
objectives in Ukraine, defense analysts have said.

Moscow has denied that it plans to invade neighboring Ukraine, a former part of the
Soviet Union, despite having assembled around 100,000 troops at the border.

Russia is demanding that Ukraine never be permitted to become a member of the
NATO military alliance and has said it wants the organization to roll back its
presence in Eastern Europe.

Last week, the U.S. delivered a response to Moscow's demands that repeated previous
refusals to concede. Diplomatic talks are expected to be held between the two
countries at a U.N. Security Council meeting Monday.

The British government claimed earlier this month that it had evidence the Kremlin
was seeking to install a pro-Russian leader Kyiv. In 2014, Russia invaded and
annexed Crimea, a Black Sea peninsula in the south of Ukraine with an ethnic
Russian majority.

A spokesperson for the Russian government was not immediately available to
comment when contacted by CNBC.

More steps before an invasion
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Samuel Cranny-Evans, a research analyst at defense and security think tank the Royal
United Services Institute, said it was likely there was still a way to go before Russia
invades Ukraine.
"This isn't an invasion force yet," he told CNBC in a phone call. "Russia has very
deliberately built [this situation] in such a way that we will know when it is an
invasion force."
He added that what we have seen so far was "just the first step," and now that things
like air defense assets, convoys of fuel and ammunition — and the personnel to man
all of the equipment — were being moved to the border, Russia was taking its second
step.

CNBCA satellite image shows Russian battle groups and vehicles parked in Yelnya,
Russia January 19, 2022.

"There are, I would argue, quite a few steps to go through before we actually get to
Russian troops moving onto Ukrainian soil," he said. "We might see standoff tactics
like cruise missile test launches and cyber-warfare attacks, a bit of unrest and
assassination in Ukraine, perhaps."

Cranny-Evans speculated that the first act of war would most likely be long-range
missile strikes that targeted key military and industrial infrastructure in Ukraine.

"It's all about showing that if you continue down this road of not doing what we want,
we have the ability to target your values," he told CNBC.

"It isn't about Russian men killing Ukrainian men and women, it's about targeting the
Ukrainian way of life."

Mathieu Boulegue, a research fellow at Chatham House's Russia and Eurasia
program, agreed, telling reporters during the think tank's press briefing on Friday
that the Russians did not yet appear to be ready to invade.



CNBCA rocket launcher shoots missiles during tactical and special exercises with
scouts of the Guards Tank Army of the Western Military District at the Golovenki

training ground in the Moscow region, Russia, on January 28, 2022.

"We have now one of the largest concentrations of force in Europe since World War
II with a force that looks like an invasion force," he said.

"[But] we're still missing some elements in terms of military logistics to make it fully
able and capable of sustaining war-fighting operations at the technical operational
level."

However, he said he suspected that Russia was willing to go to extreme lengths to
achieve its political goals.

"You don't send close to 100,000 troops and as many people in reserves to prove a
point — Russia has raised the stakes so high for me at this stage that it seems
improbable it will just simply back down unless it gets something in return," he said.

Meanwhile, Cranny-Evans told CNBC that if these steps continued to unfold, it was
worrying for the long-term outlook.

"According to Russian theory, they would actually only invade when they were pretty
sure that the Ukrainians were already beaten," he said. "So they could, in theory, be
beaten before Russian tanks even move across the border."



CNBCA screen grab captured from a video shows military units of the Southern
Military District of Russia are on their way to a training site in the south of the

country, for military exercises in Rostov, Russia on January 26, 2022.

Some NATO members have signaled their support for Ukraine as troops have
continued to be amassed at the country's border with Russia.

Speaking in Parliament last week, U.K. Prime Minister Boris Johnson warned that
"many Russian mothers' sons will not be coming home" if Russia moved to invade
Ukraine.

Meanwhile, Britain's foreign secretary, Liz Truss, has said the U.K. will introduce
legislation this week to allow it to hit Russian banks, oligarchs and energy companies
with economic sanctions.

On Sunday, Bob Menendez, chair of the U.S. Senate Committee on Foreign Relations,
told CNN that the committee was devising the "mother of all sanctions" against
Russia that would be "crippling to their economy" as a method of defending Ukraine.

German ministers have also said that Russia will face "massive" economic
consequences if it takes any aggressive action against Ukraine.

Risking 'real financial harm'
"Real financial harm could be inflicted on Russia if the right sanctions and the right
enforcement were put into place," Cranny-Evans said.

Even without sanctions, the entire operation is already likely to have been costly for
Russia — and those costs will only continue to rise if its troops invade.

"Large-scale military action obviously comes with significant costs in terms of fuel
consumption, ammunition, losses and replacement losses," Henry Boyd, research
fellow for defense and military analysis at think-tank the IISS, told CNBC in a phone
call.
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"The baseline cost of the [current] deployment is not a free action, but it's a relatively
sustainable action — you're not having to pay an awful lot more in terms of your
budget to achieve what you're trying to do."

But he said the military action would already have had "knock-on consequences"
domestically, with a large amount of civilian transportation being diverted to the
military over the last few months.

"You've also already seen the effects that rumors of military action and likely
economic sanctions have had on the stock market," he added. "So I think you will
already have seen, indirectly, some level of significant economic cost for the action
undertaken so far."

The finance and resources used in some recent military campaigns — such as the
Western-led air campaign in Libya — may "pale in comparison" to what Russia
would need to expend in a significant ground invasion, according to Boyd.

"But there's a pessimistic view that however costly and however much risk Russia may
run in terms of short-term economic pain, it may still be seen as worth it if it's the
only way to preserve what, in their mind, is the essential political situation in Russia's
near abroad," he warned.

"If they need to go through war — whatever the scale and the size — to obtain their
political strategic goals, they will do it," Chatham House's Boulegue agreed.

"If they can avoid it, of course they will, because nobody in their right mind in the
Kremlin would want more sanctions and to be ostracized even more."

War would be "costly and long" for Russia, he added, and potential sanctions and
economic costs could carry additional political costs by sparking popular uprisings
against the Kremlin. "They would sign [Putin's] death in a way," he said.

America's strategic mistake in the Mediterranean
Ariel Cohen (opinion contributor) - The Hill
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As tensions between the Kremlin and NATO over Ukraine highlight Europe's strategic
dependence on Russian gas, a critical natural gas pipeline stretching across the
Mediterranean finds itself at the center of competing geopolitical forces.

The EastMed Pipeline was supposed to diversify and increase European gas supplies,
thereby enhancing the continent's energy security.

The pipeline, over 1,100 miles long and costing over $7 billion, was given "Special
Project" status by the EU and hailed as a boon to EU energy independence by the
United States.

But in early 2022 the Biden administration did an about-face, informing allies that it
no longer supported the strategic pipeline on environmental grounds.

The project was designed to bring some 20 billion cubic meters (bcm) of dry natural
gas from the offshore fields of Israel and Cyprus, across Greece, to Italy and
Bulgaria - much to the chagrin of Turkey and Russia, both excluded from the project.

As Europe suffers from historically high gas prices, and the U.S. scrambles to
sanction Russia's Nord Stream 2 pipeline to Germany, EastMed is about to be killed.
This is a disastrous decision that imperils European security and opens the door for
further Russian energy hegemony in European gas markets. It should be reversed.

The EastMed was announced in 2016, and several agreements on it have been signed
between the countries involved. The U.S. was present at the 3+1 meetings in 2019
that outlined plans to complete the €6 billion ($6.8 B) line by 2025.

However, with Turkey playing interference, and the global economy in free fall during
the first COVID outbreak, sufficient financing was never secured.

US backs out
On January 11, the U.S. State Department withdrew its historic diplomatic
support for the pipeline, declaring that the massive gas project was antithetical to
President Joe Biden's climate goals.

State Department senior advisor for energy security Amos Hochstein said - before he
was appointed - that he would be "extremely uncomfortable with the U.S. supporting
this project ... why would we build a fossil fuel pipeline between the EastMed and
Europe when our entire policy is to support new technology ... and new investments in
going green and in going clean?"

Hochstein said, "By the time this pipeline is built we will have spent billions of
taxpayer money on something that is not only obsolete but against our collective
interest between the U.S. and Europe."

U.S. officials now believe priority should be given to interconnecting the electricity
grids of countries in the region instead. Despite these claims, the United States has
missed the mark on potential security concerns that cutting off the pipeline may
present.
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Win for Russia
Amidst the worst energy crisis in Europe since the 1970s Arab oil embargo, America's
reversal on EastMed only bolsters Russia's energy domination. Russia provides about
one-third of the gas and crude oil imported by the European Union, and more so for
Germany.

Last year, Russia pumped about 128 bcm of gas to Europe, the lion's share of which
traveled through Ukraine (upwards of 40 percent).

Europe's hasty attempts to transition from hydrocarbons to renewables, which the
Biden administration so enthusiastically supports, have left it more vulnerable than
ever to Russian energy blackmail.

Not only are countries like Germany burning more coal to fill the gap left by
inadequate storage capacity for wind and solar energy, but critical domestic supplies
of natural gas are dwindling. Reserves are already half-empty.

Moscow gloats.
The planned completion of Nord Stream 2 would provide major EU economies such
as Germany and France with plentiful and affordable natural gas. But these supplies
would hardly be reliable - and therein lies the rub: Europe's increased dependence on
Russian pipelines give the Kremlin an unprecedented level of foreign policy leverage.

Germany's hesitance to join other NATO members in sanctioning Russia over a
possible Ukraine invasion is Exhibit One for all to see. Today Russia is pounding on
the door of Ukraine.

The Kremlin deliberately and strategically has built gas transit routes for the past
several years that bypass Ukraine: If Ukraine is no longer needed as a natural gas
transit hub, Russia can invade without disrupting westward energy sales (and thus its
energy revenues).

Qatar to the rescue?
With the international community preparing for a potential conflict between Russia
and Ukraine, the United States is opening talks with other gas exporters to prevent an
all-out energy crisis.

Natural gas giant Qatar could be that solution if it redirects a higher percentage of
its liquified natural gas (LNG) to the EU. Biden has invited the emir, Sheikh Tamim
bin Hamad Al Thani to the White House to conduct the gas talks.

The EastMed holdup has alienated Israel, which initially supported Turkish
involvement in the project to ease Greek concerns over potential regional conflict.

However, Ankara made clear that competing claims over gas reserves in Cyprus'
territorial waters make the project dead on arrival, stating that any pipeline projects
routed through the Eastern Mediterranean were bound to fail.
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Turkey occupied Northern Cyprus in 1974, and supports the unrecognized Turkish
Republic of Northern Cyprus, while not recognizing the government of Cyprus. It sent
war ships to support energy exploration in Cyprus' territorial waters.

The U.S. abandoning of EastMed benefits Turkish regional security policy, with
Erdogan claiming that the project cannot go ahead without Turkey's participation.

The way forward
As the United States looks for ways to support European energy independence in this
unfolding crisis, the volte-face on EastMed is a policy failure.

First, the EU has effectively abandoned the German Energiewende (energy
transformation) approach, declaring natural gas (and nuclear energy) "green." It
recognized that full transition to renewable currently is impossible.

Second, pulling the rug from under EastMed does not align with the United States'
goal of diversifying Europe away from Russian gas. It also serves as a jab against
allies Greece and Israel, as Turkey stands to benefit from renegotiations of pipeline
operations.

The United States needs to do more than open talks with Qatar - it should recognize
that both piped gas and LNG are needed to safeguard Europe from the Gazprom
habit. The Biden administration should reinstate its support for the EastMed Pipeline
- and get Israel, Turkey and Greece to work together on its implementation.

What could happen if China tried to invade Taiwan?
The Week Staff - The Week UK

Kevin Frayer/Getty Images Chinese troops on mobile rocket launchers during a
parade in Beijing.

Beijing’s ambassador to US warns of military conflict over island’s independence
Ever since Taiwan’s rapid economic and democratic transformation in the 1980s and
1990s, relations with its superpower neighbour China have swung between frosty
silence to outright threats of invasion.
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Described by The Economist as “the most dangerous place on Earth” due to its
proximity to Beijing, which views it as a breakaway province, the island has for
months faced “a pattern of what Taipei views as stepped up military harassment by
Beijing”, Reuters said.

The ongoing dispute has drawn in powers from around the globe, with Joe Biden
restating the US’s commitment to defending its Asia-Pacific ally and Secretary of
State Antony Blinken calling for the island’s “meaningful participation” at the UN.
But as Chinese “military superiority” grows, the possibility that Beijing could deploy
“force against Taiwan” has become all the more real, The Economist added.

The latest
China’s ambassador to the US has warned that the two countries could face a
“military conflict” over Taiwanese independence in what The Guardian described as
“an unusually explicit reference to the prospect of war”.

“The Taiwan issue is the biggest tinderbox between China and the United States,”
Qin Gang told NPR.

“If the Taiwanese authorities, emboldened by the United States, keep going down the
road for independence, it most likely will involve China and the United States, the two
big countries, in the military conflict.”

The warning came a week after China’s foreign minister warned the US to “stop
playing with fire” over Taiwan’s independence, an intervention that followed Xi
Jinping’s warning in November that Joe Biden risks “getting burned” in a direct
conflict with China.

Qin blamed the current tension between China and the US on Taiwan, telling NPR
that the government in Taipei is “seek[ing] its independence agenda by borrowing the
support and the encouragement of the United States”.

“The United States is playing the Taiwan card to contain China,” he said.

Analysts told The Guardian that Qin’s warning to the US was “unusual”. Ali Wyne, a
senior analyst on US-China relations at Eurasia Group, said that a military
“confrontation would risk a permanent rupture in the bilateral relationship” between
Washington and Beijing.

“While China often avows that its ‘great rejuvenation’ is predicated upon Taiwan’s
reunification with the mainland, there are probably few other steps Beijing could take
that would undermine its long-term strategic prospects as greatly as attacking
Taipei.”

War drums
Beginning on 1 October, Beijing dispatched 150 military planes into Taiwan’s air
defence zone and Chinese President Xi Jinping later said he would complete the
“historical task” of reunifying the island with the mainland. Tsai Ing-wen, the
Taiwanese president, has dismissed the claim.
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“There should be absolutely no illusions that the Taiwanese people will bow to
pressure,” Tsai told troops, politicians and foreign diplomats on her country’s
national day.
“We will continue to bolster our national defence and demonstrate our determination
to defend ourselves in order to ensure that nobody can force Taiwan to take the path
China has laid out for us.”

Tsai continued that Taiwan is “fully committed” to working with international forces
“to prevent armed conflict in the East China, South China Seas and in the Taiwan
Strait”.

She said that the country “will do whatever it takes to defend itself” against any
Chinese aggression, also writing in an article on Foreign Affairs that there would be
“catastrophic consequences” if a conflict were to break out between the two nations.

Her intervention came as it emerged that US military personnel have been covertly
operating in Taiwan for at least a year in preparation for an attempted Chinese
invasion.

Around two dozen special forces troops are training soldiers to “shore up the island’s
defences” as the threat of “aggression” from Beijing “mounts”, The Wall Street
Journal (WSJ) said. Marines are also “working with local maritime forces on small
boat training”.

Taiwan has also bought “billions of dollars of military hardware” from the US, but
experts now believe that “deepening ties between US and Taiwan units” will be more
effective than supplying equipment, the WSJ added.

China and Taiwan were divided during a civil war in the 1940s. However, Beijing has
always maintained that the island should at some point be reclaimed. Beijing
considers Taiwan a province of China and has described Tsai’s government as
separatists, while refusing to rule out the use of force to bring it back into China’s
direct orbit.

The island held the Chinese seat at the UN until October 1971 before it was voted out
as the representative of the country in favour of Beijing. “Since then, Taipei has
regularly sought increased participation at the UN and its array of bodies,” Al
Jazeera said.

It has full diplomatic relations with only 14 out of 193 United Nations member states
– as well as the Holy See – because China has urged its allies to refuse to recognise
its legitimacy as an independent nation. The island also has its own constitution,
democratically elected leaders and around 300,000 active troops.

Experts have warned for months that “Beijing is becoming increasingly concerned
that Taiwan’s government is moving the island towards a formal declaration of
independence”, the BBC said, though Tsai’s government has maintained the position
that “Taiwan is already an independent state, making any formal declaration
unnecessary”.
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Should a conflict break out between the two, the international community would be
left facing “the central question of our age”, said The Times’ Asia editor Richard
Lloyd-Parry, namely “working out what, in practice, ‘not bowing’ to China means”.

“Facing up to Xi brings large and diverse costs” that make engaging in “a full-scale
military invasion and a war that could quickly spread far beyond the island” an
unattractive option for many countries.

But Beijing’s “aggressive behaviour towards its neighbours, Japan and India, its
repression in Hong Kong, and its arguably genocidal treatment of the Uighurs in
Xinjiang” also means that the importance of “standing up to dictatorship is
something that most of the world can agree on”.

David and Goliath
If a conflict were to break out between the two neighbours it would be “a
catastrophe”, reported The Economist. This is first because of “the bloodshed in
Taiwan” but also because of the risk of “escalation between two nuclear powers”,
namely the US and China.

Beijing massively outguns Taiwan, with estimates from the Stockholm International
Peace Research Institute showing that China spends about 25 times more on its
military. However, Taiwan has a defence pact with the US dating back to the 1954
Sino-American Mutual Defence Treaty, meaning the US could, in theory, be drawn
into the conflict.

“Beijing’s optimistic version of events” after the decision to invade would see “cyber
and electronic warfare units target Taiwan’s financial system and key infrastructure,
as well as US satellites to reduce notice of impending ballistic
missiles”, Bloomberg said.

“Chinese vessels could also harass ships around Taiwan, restricting vital supplies of
fuel and food,” the news site continued, while “airstrikes would quickly aim to kill
Taiwan’s top political and military leaders, while also immobilizing local defenses”.

This would be followed by “warships and submarines traversing some 130 kilometers
[80 miles] across the Taiwan Strait”, before “thousands of paratroopers would
appear above Taiwan’s coastlines, looking to penetrate defenses [and] capture
strategic buildings”.

According to satellite imagery seen by military news site The Drive, China has also
begun “beefing up its combat aviation infrastructure across from Taiwan as invasion
fears grow”.

Beijing “is upgrading three air bases located opposite” the island, “boosting its air
power capability in an already tense region that is flush with air
combat capabilities.”

“Construction of the new infrastructure began in early 2020 and continued
uninterrupted through the pandemic, underlining its priority,” the site added.
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Taiwan would be reliant on “natural defenses” – its rugged coastline and rough sea
– with plans to “throw a thousand tanks at the beachhead” in the event of a Chinese
invasion that could result in “brutal tank battles” that “decide the outcome”,
according to Forbes.

The island’s top military leadership has also “warned China that the closer its
aircraft and ships get to the island the harder Taipei will
respond”, Bloomberg reported, with “a multi-pronged approach that utilises aircraft,
ships and its air defence systems to counter Chinese military incursions” in the
works.

“Chinese state media has dismissed the idea of Taiwan retaliating,” the news agency
added. But a report by the island’s defence ministry sent to legislators shows the
island is preparing to “take tougher measures” should they be necessary.

Pax Americana
This would all be complicated by the US pledge to defend its ally in what The
Economist called a “test of America’s military might and its diplomatic and political
resolve”.

Asked in October during a CNN town hall meeting whether the US would mount a
military response if Beijing attempted to take the island by force, Biden responded:
“Yes, we have a commitment to do that.”

The Guardian said that Biden “made a similar pledge in August”, when he told ABC
News that the US has a “sacred commitment” to defend its NATO allies in Canada
and Europe and it was the “same with Japan, same with South Korea, same with
Taiwan”.

If the US had decided against intervention, “China would overnight become the
dominant power in Asia” and “America’s allies around the world would know that
they could not count on it”, the paper added. In other words, “Pax Americana would
collapse”.
That would be unacceptable in Washington, especially as “Joe Biden pivots US
foreign policy towards a focus on the Indo-Pacific as the main arena for 21st-century
superpower competition”, The Guardian said.

Biden’s comments during the CNN event were “at odds with the long-held US policy”
of “strategic ambiguity”, The Telegraph said. Historically, Washington has helped
“build Taiwan’s defenses” but has “not explicitly promised to come to the island’s
aid”.

US manoeuvres have so far consisted of building up “large amounts of lethal military
hardware”, The Guardian added, with “the steady buildup of troops and equipment
and the proliferation of war games” meaning there is “more of a chance of conflict
triggered by miscalculation or accident”.

The primary danger that comes with US involvement lies in the fact that both
Washington and Beijing possess nuclear weapons.
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Leaked documents published by The New York Times earlier this year revealed the
extent of Washington’s discussions about using nuclear weapons to deter a Chinese
invasion of Taiwan in the 1950s.

Provided to the paper by Daniel Ellsberg, the whistleblower behind the 1971
Pentagon Papers, the documents appeared to show an “acceptance by some US
military leaders of possible retaliatory nuclear strikes on US bases”, CNN noted,
raising the spectre of how the nuclear powers would square off in a 21st-century
conflict.

Global war
Following September’s signing of Aukus, a historic military pact between the US, UK
and Australia, former prime minister Theresa May expressed her concern about the
“implications” of the agreement if China were to launch an invasion of Taiwan.

Speaking in the House of Commons, May asked Boris Johnson of “the implications of
this pact for the stance that would be taken by the United Kingdom in its response
should China attempt to invade Taiwan?”

At the time, Johnson responded by saying that the pact is “  not intended to be
adversarial towards any other power”, adding: “The UK remains determined to
defend international law and that is the strong advice we would give to our friends
across the world, and the strong advice that we would give to the government in
Beijing.”

In response to the Chinese jets’ incursions, Taiwan’s Foreign Minister Joseph Wu
told ABC that the country is “very concerned that China is going to launch a war
against Taiwan at some point”. And as the broadcaster’s global affairs analyst Stan
Grant wrote: “Whether the US fights alongside it will determine Australia’s fate.”

Aukus “is designed to send a clear message to China that the US is not going to
surrender dominance in the Indo-Pacific”, Grant added. Australia has “dropped the
pretence” of playing both sides by “doubling down on the American alliance”.

All of this seems to suggest that Australia could join the US and Japan, which in July
also pledged to defend Taiwan, in mounting a resistance to a Chinese invasion,
raising questions over what the UK would do if the call came from Washington or
Canberra to join its allies.

Biden Starts to Feel the Heat Over Inflation | Opinion
Philip Pilkington - Newsweek
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Last week we got some insight into just how frustrated the White House is about
rising inflation. In response to a question from a reporter about rising prices, Biden
retreated into sarcasm and vulgar name calling.

The takeaway should be clear: the White House is extremely concerned about
inflation but does not know what to do about it.

The Biden administration's concern is likely a response to public opinion. Recent
polls show that voters are growing more concerned about inflation and less
concerned about the pandemic. They also show that voters expect prices to keep
rising and, most importantly for the White House, they blame these rising prices on
the president.

We can only guess what advice Biden is receiving behind closed doors. But it is likely
that he is being told two stories, one by his Treasury Department and the other by the
Federal Reserve. The Treasury has retreated into outright fantasy, blaming inflation
on a sudden rise in monopoly power and price-gouging.

This is the sort of rhetoric that usually emerges from failed socialist states in Latin
America as their economies collapse—and it usually precedes cartoonist attempts at

Fed chairman Jerome Powell is probably telling Biden something more reasonable,
albeit not enormously encouraging. Powell knows inflation is a problem. But he also
knows that if he raises interest rates too fast to try to fight it, the stock market might
collapse.

The jitters that we have seen in the past few weeks are related to this dilemma. In
October, the markets were expecting a single rate hike in 2022; by mid-January they
were expecting four. Meanwhile, the S&P 500 is lower than it was six months ago.

A stock market collapse would have knock-on effects on other financial markets.
Financing for low-grade corporate bonds would dry up, for example. This would lead
to a wave of defaults—especially in sectors that were forced to close during the
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lockdowns and that tapped borrowing markets to keep the lights on. In short, raising
interest rates too far too fast risks a financial crisis and a recession.

There are also murmurs that the inflation might be caused by supply chain
disruptions. It is becoming increasingly obvious that those disruptions are the result
of lockdowns and vaccine mandates.

In Canada, Prime Minister Justin Trudeau effectively went into hiding as thousands
of truckers marched on Ottawa. Trudeau, who is fully vaccinated, is saying that he is
isolating because he was exposed to COVID-19. Since the truckers are marching
against vaccine mandates, the messaging coming from Trudeau's office is confusing
at best.

If these are the true roots of the present inflation, it is not clear that Fed rate rises
will stamp it out. They could just cause an inflationary recession and the economy
could slip into stagnation, as it did in the 1970s.

Wages have started taking a hit too. In 2021, inflation meant that on average workers
took a 2 percent pay cut as rising prices outstripped rising wages. But as bad as it is
for workers, inflation is even worse for those living on fixed incomes, such as
pensioners.

Workers can approach the boss and ask him to pass on some of the revenue from the
increased prices. But pensioners and others living off accumulated wealth must rely
on financial market gains outstripping inflation.

As we have already discussed, the Fed is constrained on one side by inflation and on
the other by the risk of asset markets collapsing—either of which would be extremely
painful for retirees.

It hardly needs to be said, but alienating pensioners is bad politics. In 2020, voters
aged 65-74 had a 76 percent turnout rate. By contrast, the 18-29 years old that
the Democrats target so aggressively only had around a 50 percent turnout.

So, what happens now? Inflation is clearly on the Biden administration's radar. It
seems like a problem that is unlikely to go away. The savvy political strategy would be
to look for a distraction.

Perhaps that is, in part at least, why there has been so much focus on geopolitical
tensions in Eastern Europe. But conflict in the region would only lead to further
increases in energy prices—potentially dramatic ones—and these would soon be felt
by Americans.

Any attempt to increase attention on the pandemic will only lead to more pressure on
prices too. After all, much of the inflation is due to the supply chain crisis driven by
lockdowns and vaccine mandates. Yes, all roads lead back to inflation—even those
that might otherwise distract from inflation.

Unless something changes, inflation is set to be the central theme of the Biden
presidency. It is a not a desirable theme for a sitting president. Inflation leads to
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beleaguerment and confusion. After years of inflation and shortages in the 1970s,
President Jimmy Carter gave an address in 1979 now known as the "malaise speech."

In it, he tried to level with the American people by being realistic about the problems
that the country faced and the capacity it had—or rather, did not have—to confront
them.

President Carter appealed to the American people for unity and for a moral renewal
at home. He said that the country's problems were "much deeper than gasoline lines
or energy shortages; deeper even than inflation or recession."

He then asked for people to commit "together to a rebirth of the American spirit." The
speech bombed and Carter was trounced by Ronald Reagan in the 1980 election.

Today, given the much deeper partisan divide in American politics, Carter's speech
does not seem like it would be possible. It is worth thinking about what such an
appeal would look like today if Biden had to give a similar speech. What would he say?
Would it be possible to appeal for unity and resilience in the face of an
insurmountable crisis?

Philip Pilkington is a macro-economist with nearly a decade of experience working in
investment markets, he is the author of the book The Reformation in Economics: A
Deconstruction and Reconstruction of Economic Theory.

Can the US find enough natural gas sources to neutralize Russia's energy leverage
over Europe?
Amy Myers Jaffe (Research professor, Fletcher School of Law and Diplomacy,
Tufts University) - The Conversation

AP Photo

The prospect of conflict between Russia and NATO countries over Ukraine has raised
fears of an energy crisis in Europe. Russia provides nearly half of Europe’s natural
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gas, and some leaders worry that Moscow could tighten the flow if hostilities break
out. To weaken Russia’s leverage, the Biden administration is working to secure
additional gas shipments to Europe from other sources. Global energy policy expert
Amy Myers Jaffe explains how much gas is available and what’s involved in rerouting
it.

How dependent is Europe on natural gas, and who are its main suppliers?
Natural gas represents about one-fifth of all primary energy used across Europe. It
accounts for about 20% of electric power generation and also is used for heating and
industrial processes.

Russia is the largest supplier of natural gas to Europe, sending about 40% of the
continent’s supplies shipped by pipeline. The next-largest suppliers via pipeline
are Norway (22%), Algeria (18%) and Azerbaijan 9%. Europe also receives natural
gas that is liquefied and delivered by ship.

In recent months, European imports of liquefied natural gas, or LNG, from the U.S.
and elsewhere reached record levels at around 400 million cubic meters per day. To
put that in perspective, a single LNG cargo ship can hold roughly 125,000-175,000
cubic meters of natural gas – enough energy to warm 17 million British homes for
one winter day.

What are the biggest constraints for exporters on sending more gas to Europe?
LNG is made by cooling natural gas to minus 260 degrees Fahrenheit (minus 162
degrees Celsius), which reduces its volume by a factor of more than 600. Natural gas
is piped to a port, processed in a liquefaction plant and then loaded into specialized
insulated, temperature-controlled tankers for shipment by sea.

To receive LNG, an offloading port must have a regasification plant that converts the
LNG back to a gaseous form so it can be sent by pipeline to end users. Both
liquefaction plants and regasification plants cost billions of dollars and take multiple
years to build.

Following a similar crisis in 2009, when a financial conflict with Ukraine prompted
Russia to suspend gas shipments for 20 days, Europe substantially expanded its
number of regasification facilities to 29.

There is still currently space in European regasification receiving terminals to import
more LNG, and plenty of storage space to hold imported supply virtually indefinitely.

But many of the world’s top suppliers are maxed-out, with little capacity to produce
and liquefy more natural gas than they are already moving.

The global LNG market has some flexibility. About two-thirds of all LNG is sold
under firm, long-term contracts with fixed destinations. Some major contract holders
like South Korea, Japan and China and their suppliers are willing to redirect cargoes
to Europe if a further cutback in Russian exports creates a worsening supply crisis.

Have suppliers rerouted shipments this way before?
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The main example occurred in 2011 when a tsunami triggered a meltdown and
radiation release at Japan’s Fukushima Daiichi nuclear plant. Japan shut down all of
its nuclear plants to assess whether they were prepared for similar disasters. LNG
suppliers diverted gas shipments to Japan to help it weather the immediate crisis.
Today, analysts say that producers or LNG importers may be able to redirect cargoes
that could offset about 10%-15% of any shortfall. Still, such shifts would likely be at
premium prices, leaving European consumers with an even steeper bill than they face
now.
In the graphic explainer, fix “its” to “it” and capitalize the first word of the second
sentence.“

Will increased U.S. LNG shipments to Europe drive up prices for U.S. consumers?
Existing U.S. LNG export facilities have been running at full capacity for several
months. About half of U.S. LNG shipments in December 2021 were destined for
Europe, spurred by rising prices in European markets.

Previously, a larger share of U.S. LNG exports were sailing to China,
where drought-related constraints on hydroelectric power had created a surge in
demand for natural gas.

In other words, U.S. sellers have been able to supply more gas to Europe by diverting
export cargoes, rather than by selling gas that would otherwise have been used
domestically. In my view, if U.S. natural gas prices rise in the coming weeks, winter
weather is likely to be a bigger driver than LNG exports.

Wouldn’t Russia harm its own economy by cutting off gas exports to Europe and
losing those revenues?
In recent years, Russia has structured its federal budget in a manner that has allowed
it to stash away US$630 billion in foreign exchange reserves – cash held by the
central bank in other currencies for discretionary use, much like individual savings
accounts. Russian leaders can use these funds to weather any new sanctions or
unexpected changes in the price of oil.

For example, last year, the Kremlin based its spending on a conservatively low
break-even oil price estimate of $45 per barrel, giving itself some latitude. Ultimately,
2021 oil prices averaged $71 a barrel, providing a sizable budgetary windfall.

Through this fiscal strategy, Russian President Vladimir Putin has amassed a war
chest to withstand any new round of sanctions, or even the complete loss of natural
gas export revenues from Europe for a period of time.
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AP Photo/Dmitri Lovetsky The 87-story Lakhta Center, headquarters of Russian gas
monopoly Gazprom, in St. Petersburg, Russia.

Still, any Russian move to cut off gas exports to Europe might have longer-term
consequences. Putin may have hoped that his saber-rattling about natural gas, and
the high prices it has triggered, would convince Europeans that Russian gas is vital
and can’t be easily replaced with renewable energy.

But ironically, this tactic may already have created a lasting distaste that fast-tracks
Europe’s pivot to offshore wind, Euro-North African hydrogen hubs and U.S. LNG
Gazprom, the Russian firm with the largest gas export footprint in Europe, might also
find itself adrift in a sea of lawsuits and high penalty charges for breaking its
contractual commitments in the wake of a cutoff.

That in turn could affect the Russian people, who also rely on Gazprom’s solvency for
their winter fuel for heating.

Putin may be willing to bet that an energy pricing crisis in Europe will sow popular
discontent, scotch the energy transition and help Russia win concessions on NATO’s
positioning of troops and missiles. But there is little evidence that Europe will react
that way.

While Europe’s shift to renewables will take time, it will still be bad news in the long
run for Russia, which has 1,688 trillion cubic feet of natural gas reserves left to be
exploited for as much as 100 years of supply.
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Burkina junta says constitution restored after AU suspension
AFP

Burkina Faso's military junta said Monday it had restored the constitution a week
after taking power and appointed the coup's leader as head of state for a transitional
period.

The move came shortly after the African Union suspended Burkina for the takeover
and diplomats from West Africa and the UN pressed demands for a return to civilian
rule.

In a statement read on television, the junta announced it had approved a
"fundamental act" that "lifts the suspension of the constitution," a move that had been
declared after the January 24 coup.

OLYMPIA DE MAISMONT Burkina Faso soldiers outside the National TV in
Ouagadougou on January 24 when the coup took place



The 37-article document guarantees independence of the judiciary and presumption
of innocence, as well as basic liberties spelled out in the constitution such as freedom
of movement and freedom of speech, according to the statement.
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Under the "fundamental act", it said, the junta -- officially named the Patriotic
Movement for Preservation and Restoration (MPSR) -- "ensures the continuity of the
state pending the establishment of transitional bodies."

The statement did not give a timeline for the transition period. It formally identified
coup leader Lieutenant-Colonel Paul-Henri Sandaogo Damiba as president of the
MPSR.

This role also encompasses "president of Burkina Faso, head of state (and) supreme
leader of the armed forces," the statement said.

The MPSR has two vice presidents, the statement added, but it did not mention any
names. A separate decree read on television said that the armed forces chief of staff,
Gilbert Ouedraogo, was leaving the job.

- AU suspension -
Just hours earlier, the AU's 15-member Peace and Security Council said on Twitter it
had voted "to suspend the participation of #BurkinaFaso in all AU activities until the
effective restoration of constitutional order in the country".



On Friday, the Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS) also
suspended Burkina Faso from its ranks and warned of possible sanctions pending the
outcome of meetings with the junta.

An ECOWAS mission headed by Ghanaian Foreign Minister Shirley Ayorkor
Botchway arrived in Ouagadougou, where it was joined by the UN's special
representative for West Africa and the Sahel (UNOWAS), Mahamat Saleh Annadif.

After meeting members of the junta, some of the delegation visited ousted president
Roch Marc Christian Kabore, who is under house arrest, a delegate said. His well
being and demands for his release have been major issues since the coup.

ECOWAS sent military chiefs to confer with Damiba on Saturday. Leaders from the
bloc will hold a summit in Accra on Thursday to assess its two missions to see
whether they should impose sanctions.

They have previously suspended and enforced sanctions against two other members --
Mali and Guinea -- which have also seen military overthrows in the past 18 months.

- Troubled country -
On January 24, mutineering soldiers detained Kabore amid rising public anger at his
failure to stem jihadist violence ravaging the impoverished nation.

They later released a handwritten letter in which he announced his resignation -- a
document that a member of his party said was authentic.

The junta also said it had dissolved the government and parliament and suspended
the constitution, vowing to re-establish "constitutional order" within a "reasonable
time".

The coup is the latest bout of turmoil to strike Burkina Faso, a landlocked state that
has suffered chronic instability since gaining independence from France in 1960.

Kabore was elected in 2015 following a popular revolt that forced out strongman
Blaise Compaore.

Compaore himself had seized power in 1987 during a coup in which the country's
revolutionary leader, Thomas Sankara, was gunned down.

He was re-elected in 2020, but the following year faced a wave of anger over his
handling of a jihadist insurgency that has swept in from neighbouring Mali.

Since 2015, more than 2,000 people have died, according to an AFP toll, while the
country's emergency agency says a 1.5 million people, in a population of 21 million,
have fled their homes.


